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PLAN
• The motivation
• Why is it so hard?
• What do we do?
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MOTIVATION

• We "need to develop, enhance and 
streamline (…) reporting and 
monitoring methodologies” (IPCC, 
2018)

• “Qualitative gaps in (…) monitoring 
mechanisms undermine the potential 
of adaptation finance to reduce 
impacts” (IPCC, 2018)
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Recognition from the IPCC that in order to produce a sufficient response in society. ... And the reason is that if we want to throw money and efforts at a problem, we need to know what that problem looks like. 



• ”A growing number of EU Member 
States are conducting monitoring, 
reporting and evaluation (MRE) 
activities.”

• But the focus is still on “climate 
impact” and not “adaptation 
progress”

I   April 17-18, 2023Nordic Conference on Climate Change Adaptation

Foredragsholdernotater
Presentasjonsnotater
And we are getting pretty good at measuring everything else in society, why not cca?



IT IS HARD
• Compared to mitigation:
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Muana Loa. The oldest continuous CO2 monitoring station. To monitor CO2 emissions, you need to figure out how large the consentration is in the athmosphere. And then you need some chemistry. With that you can calculate how much of the emissions are being produced where, when , how and by whom. 

We cannot do this with cca. We cannot determine what will happen where, when and how. We do not know the effect of the measures we implement, and in many cases we cannot even determine what is being done at all. Fordi klimatilpassing betyr ulike ting for ulike folk.




WHAT IS CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION?

IPCC AR2 (1996): 
Response to 

impact

IPCC AR3 & 4 
(2001, 2007): 
Vulnerability

IPCC AR5 (2014): 
Expanded

vulnerability

IPCC AR6 (2022): 
Transformation

«Resistance» «Incremental adjustments» «Transformation»

Pelling et al., 2015; Selseng et al., 2021
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If we look at the IPCC reports from the second one in 1996, we can see a sort of natural evolution as we have gained new knowledge and new concepts and models has been introduced. 


but although the IPCCs Assessment reports has started presenting a fuller, more complete, more holistic picture of the interactions between nature and climate and society and culture etc

Certain disciplines and sectors and certain parts of the literature are still very much focused on the first...

So we have a literature that is interpreting the CCA imperative differently . 
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National level

Regional level

Local level

WHAT IS CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION?
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And if you ask public employees from different sectors and Different levels of government, they will have different answers to the question «what is climate change adaptation». 



”[…] everyone has a responsibility for 
climate change adaptation: individuals, 
households, private businesses and and 
the public sector" (Meld. St. 33 (2012-
2013)) 
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On top of this, we have 




WHAT DOES CLIMATE MONITOR DO?
• Data collection and -dissemination on climate change adaptation in society

• Data collection: Several yearly data collection activities
• Mostly quantitative surveys
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• Municipality
• County

• State

Citizen panel

NGOs (2023)

• Consultancies
• Agriculture

• Energy (2023)



Data 
triangulation

THE SPATIAL DIMENSION
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gives us the possibility to see different societal actors in relation to each other, and test new hypotheses and gain new insights. 
Mogeleghiet til å sjå ulike samfunnsaktørar i relasjon til kvarandre, og gir oss vonleg nye innsikter. I tillegg gir det mogelegheit til å validere hypoteser i ein heilt annan grad enn om me berre spør ein av desse aktørane. 




Data 
triangulation

THE SPATIOTEMPORAL DIMENSION

20222023

2021
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Then there is a temporal dimension as well as we gain new observations on similar items over time. 



WHAT DO WE ASK?
1. Knowledge about and attitudes towards climate vulnerability

2. Climate change adapatation efforts

3. Whether these efforts are sustainable
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... and these are the main themes from every actor that we survey, so that we have responses on similar items across different domains of society, and different levels of government



WHAT DOES CLIMATE MONITOR DO?
• Data collection and -dissemination on climate change adaptation in society

• Data collection: Several yearly data collection activities
• Mostly quantitative surveys
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Well and good to conduct surveys and collect high quality data, but there is no point in that if no one is using it. So we try to make our data relevant for potential users, especially outside of academia. And to make it seem relevant we need to lower the threshold for engaging with the data.



DATA DISSEMINATION

www.klimamonitor.no
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THANK YOU
tse@vestforsk.no
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